May 2020

Our first ever electronic
Dollar News!!!

Many thanks to all Dollar organisations and businesses who have
risen to the challenge and contributed to our first on-line issue.
To print this edition for your friends and neighbours who have no
access to the electronic version:
Open in Adobe Acrobat and in the Print menu under “Page sizing &
Handling” select “Booklet” and, if your printer supports automatic or
manual duplex printing enable it before printing.

DCDT e-Dollar news prepared by Rebecca McFarlane
We have been so encouraged by the
response of the community to the current
Covid-19 crisis. The speed with which
the Response Group set themselves up to
ensure no-one was left without a helping
hand was truly incredible, and we
continue to hear stories of how families,
friends and neighbours have rallied round
to support those most in need. Our
Community Larder in the Hive has been
inundated with financial donations as well
as food, pet food and toiletries, and, as a
result, we have been able to quickly start
to deliver food parcels to those who have
found themselves in financial difficulty as
a result of Covid-19. We’ve also been
delighted to see a good number of people
taking it upon themselves to tidy up
Dollar by litter-picking throughout the
town and along our many roads and
walking trails. In addition, the community
owes a debt of gratitude to our local
businesses and services who have
continued to work tirelessly to keep our
small town going. It truly has been an
amazing community effort.
While the response to Covid-19 has taken
up a lot of the Trust’s time over the last 6
weeks, prior to us closing the Hive we
had been developing several other
projects. At the beginning of the year we
launched our Environmental Strategy and
had scheduled four workshops, one of
which we successfully delivered in
February to over 60 people in the Hive –
all there to learn about the importance of
bees and wildflowers. Our Tree-Planting
initiative had also been unveiled, and we
managed to plant 530 tree saplings on the
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outskirts of Dollar before we went into
lockdown. Our Hive survey was
gathering feedback from our users and
we had 166 responses in total, providing
us with lots of really useful feedback and
ideas for the future, including a
community cinema, running festival, a
café and more.
At the moment the future feels quite
uncertain, however it’s also an optimistic
time for the Trust. Not only did we
receive some very encouraging feedback
from our Hive Survey, for example, “The
Trust are working very hard within the
community and the town does feel more
alive and on the up,” but the
community’s response to Covid-19 has
reinforced our sense of the fantastic
community spirit within Dollar. We
would love for this enthusiasm to be
retained and enhanced post-Covid-19.
We have a range of opportunities for
people to get involved in to continue to
make Dollar a great place to live, whether
that be litter-picking, tree-nurturing, our
eco-team, ground and Hive maintenance

DCDT cont.…..
or supporting the health and well-being
of some of our most vulnerable residents
– there really is something for everyone.
We would also welcome your ideas for
projects and initiatives that we could
develop to ease everyone back into
‘normal’ life once this crisis is over – we
get a sense the world may feel like a
different place. But we are in this
together and look forward to supporting
our community in whichever way we can.
We would also encourage you to become
a Member of the Trust – it costs just £1
and you will be kept regularly informed
of what we do, how you can be involved
in our community project, and have a
voice in how we develop into the future.

Many thanks to those who have
donated to the Community Larder - if
you made a financial donation and did
not complete a Gift Aid form – please
contact us for a form.
dollar.cdt@gmail.com
07563 405939
This allows us to claim an extra 25p for
every £1 you donated, so can make a
huge difference to your donation!

You can find information about
volunteering opportunities, our activities,
how to become a member, and how to
get in touch with us on our website
www.dollarcdt.com. We’d love to hear
from you.

Trailrunningmag.co.uk
Scotland’s Ochil Hills:

See May’s edition for Sean McFarlane’s favourite run around Dollar

Christian Aid Week - 10th - 16th May 2020
Christian Aid Week 2020 in Dollar and
Muckhart was different this year - no
door to door or street collections and no
Community Coffee Morning. However,
our loyal supporters can still donate on
line and help the world's poorest people
in this time of global crisis.
Please remember those across the world
with the least resources to respond to the
Corona virus pandemic - communities
living in impossibly over crowded

conditions with no safe
drinking and washing and
public health provision of
Christian Aid work is needed
ever.

water for
with little
any kind.
as much as

It was and continues to be a different
Christian Aid Week but with all the great
hallmarks that we recognise of
compassion, love and vision for a more
just, equitable and healthy world.

Please support Christian Aid, if you can, by donating on-line using the link below:
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/dollar-muckhartcaweek2020
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Horticultural Club

RSCDS Dollar Class

Unfortunately, we have had to cancel our
ever popular plant sale due to the crisis
but hopefully by the time of our Annual
Flower Show which is on 5th September
we shall be able to welcome everyone
along to the Burnside Hall to view the
exhibits. There has certainly been plenty
of time for gardening if you were
organised enough to have all your seeds
bought. Meanwhile you could be
practising your entry for the Great Dollar
Bake Off, the recipe can be found on our
website at www.dollargardens.info.

Dollar RSDCS Class
was almost at the end of
its 2019/20 session
when social distancing
came into effect, so we
only missed one class
night. There have been no reports so far
of any members suffering from Covid-19,
and hopefully that is how it will stay. It
would be nice to think that classes can
resume in October 2020 (Thursday
evenings, the Burnside Hall) when all
members and anyone interested in trying a
taster session, will be made most
welcome. For more information please
contact Catherine on 743820.

Margaret Stephenson

Parish Church
The bell of
Dollar
Parish
Church is silent
just now, but we
can all still take
part in Sunday
worship.

Ladies Curling Club

We have enjoyed a good season which
started in September. After celebrating
our 60th year in 2019, like all
organisations we were not able to finish
all our games or hold our annual dinner
and prizegiving. All is postponed not
Our
minister, cancelled.
We hope to restart in
Rev. Dr Tony September and will welcome any new
Foley, posts a members.
short service of readings, prayers and a
Contact Patricia Sutherland on 742281
sermon each Sunday morning, and this
can be accessed by clicking on the icons
or pictures on the church website
www.dollarparishchurch.org.uk.
Once this trying time is over, we look
forward to public worship again with the
familiar sound of the church bell at 11
o’clock on Sunday mornings.
All are welcome to join us.
Tom Dow
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Bridge Club

Guiding in Dollar

Dollar Bridge Club was fortunate to
almost complete its playing season, losing
only two sessions, before the Coronavirus
put paid to social contact. The winners of
the Championship Cup and the Hooper
Cup will have to wait till the next season
(whenever that will be) before their names
are revealed!

Nearly 100 girls
are Guiding in
Dollar
and
M u c k h a r t .
Rainbows
and
B r o w n i e s
celebrated
Thinking Day with
the
Guides,
enjoying a dance
and drumming
workshop. They finished the term with a
morning at Clip and Climb in Edinburgh.
Amelia Varty became one of the first
Rainbows in the county to complete her
Gold Award – well done! Muckhart
Guides were delighted to win the county
Ross Shield after a day of outdoor first aid
with the Mountain Rescue team.

Bridge is a game that can be played by
people of all ages and one season we
enjoyed
the
company of one of
the Academy’s sixth
formers, Lachlan
Peterson.
Another of our
members,
Jim
McIlwraith, very
happily celebrated
his 100th birthday
on 15 April. We
look forward to seeing Jim and his wife
Marjory and all our other members back
playing bridge very soon.
Linda Sommerville, Club Secretary

We are Guiding differently at present,
with on-line meetings and challenges to
do at home, but still having fun.
Tricia Davenport

Tennis Club

Hillfoot Harmony Ladies A Cappella
Chorus looks forward to welcoming all
our friends and supporters to our next
performance which is TBC. Post
lockdown, we usually meet Wednesday
evenings, from 7.30 - 10pm in the
Burnside Hall. For more information find
us on Facebook or email
hillfootharmonycomms@gmail.com.

The Tennis Club has been under lock and
key for several weeks now but we are
hopeful of being able to start some play in
the not too distant future. The courts
have been prepared, weed and moss killed
so we are ready to go! We just look
forward to being able to get back on court
soon though we realise there will be
restrictions as to how we can organise
play. Hopefully by August we will be able
to resurrect our large coaching
programme and some competitive play.

Kirsty Molnar

Casha McNabb

Hillfoot Harmony
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History Society

Music In Dollar

We enjoyed two first rate talks this year.
Robin MacPherson provided insights into
the roots and horrors of the Srebrenica
Genocide. He spoke with passion and
sharp analysis. The talk was sobering but
also inspiring when he gave examples of
the courage shown in defending Human
Rights. Tony Herdman entertained us
with a lively, amusing and extremely well
illustrated and researched presentation on
the 1970 voyage of the Royal Yacht to
commemorate the voyage of Captain
Cook. Our speakers for April and May
have both said they are keen to visit us in
the future and we are raring to go as soon
as we are able.

We’ve had very
successful concerts
this year with a
variety of different
types of music –
Jazz, folk and
classical. On-line
concerts are available now on YouTube
from our biggest sponsor Chamber Music
Scotland, and by our great pianist this
season Christina Lawrie.
Our open
evening in May has been cancelled but we
hope to run the September coffee
morning. We have a great series of
concerts booked for next season starting
in October with Alison Affleck and the
Rufus Temple band from Berlin; in
November - Anna Massie and Mairearad
Green. All dependent on the situation.

Les Barker

Town Twinning
In November 2019, several Twinning
Members made a trip over to La Ville aux
Dames to attend their St. Andrew's Night
celebration. As usual, this was a great
evening and our French hosts provided,
once again, an excellent meal and a
smashing ceilidh. Unfortunately, present
circumstances have meant the cancellation
of our proposed trip to La Ville aux
Dames in July. It was agreed that the
lockdown, even if gradually eased in both
countries, would make an extended stay
this year improbable. However, depending
on the situation, some of us may travel
over there in November for the St.
Andrew's Night celebration. As always, we
extend an invitation to all to participate in
our Twinning activities.
Katy Winfield, Secretary
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Caroline Anderson

Clackmannanshire Councillors
Kathleen Martin

The spirit that has
prevailed in our
communities during
these past weeks has
been one of the bright
lights against the
backdrop of Covid-19,
which has impacted all our lives - and for
many, tragically so. I would like to take
this opportunity to offer my thanks to all
keyworkers, groups and volunteers in
Dollar who have been doing exceptional
work to support those who are in need of
help, in whatever way. Please take care
and remember if I can assist in any way, I
can be reached by phone on :
07854376253 or via email:
kmartin@clacks.gov.uk
Graham Lindsay

I hope this short message finds you
keeping well during this very challenging
period for everyone. The disruption to
daily life and business is incredibly

difficult for many and while there
continues to be uncertainty towards when
‘normal life’ will return, there does at
least appear to be some light emerging.
One of the positive aspects throughout
this pandemic has been the resilience
shown by communities, particularly
Dollar, through people looking out for
one another. I would like to thank
everyone who has reached out to support
the health and well-being of the most
vulnerable people in the community.
If there is anything at all I can assist with,
please do not hesitate to get in touch at
glindsay@clacks.gov.uk

Dollar Glen Football Club
As many of our supporters and followers
will be aware, 3 years ago our club was
awarded the SFA Bronze level Quality
Mark. The Quality Mark is a recognition
for football clubs who achieve the related
list of criteria. Aimed at improving or
supporting management, development
structures, administration, planning and
welfare. After a recent review by the SFA
we are pleased to announce that our
Bronze level Quality Mark has been
reaccredited for a further 3 years.

Our adult and children’s sections
continue to flourish. Our children’s
section, Dynamos, has just become one
year old albeit all activities currently being
on hold due to the current situation. We
would like to thank the following recent
sponsors, Clackmannanshire Sports
Council, Kerry Ingredients Menstrie,
Stephens Bakers Foundation and the
CFSLA Lottery Fund.
Stay safe everyone,
Kenny Mitchell
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Dollar Dance

Lunch Club

We are still dancing in lock down! Dance
classes are continuing with great
enthusiasm over zoom, and we have
added a wonderful on-line, live adult ballet
class too. Please get in touch if you would
like to join us. It's a great workout! As for
Dollar Dance news, we enjoyed a hugely
successful show in November, Alice in
Wonderland. We then moved onto
syllabus work for Royal Academy of
Dance exams and that will still be our
focus when we get back to a normal
timetable. We would like to thank all our
dancers and parents for the wonderful The Lunch Club was thriving until the
support over the past few terms. Such lockdown in March, when it was abruptly
support has shown that a small school can closed.
thrive with a supportive community.
We had a very successful Christmas
Please get in touch if you would like to Lunch at Muckhart Golf Club in
join us info@dollardance.co.uk
December. There had been regular
Monday and Friday meetings in St James
Scottish Women’s Institute Parish Rooms from 12.15 until 1.30pm.
We enjoyed a varied programme, our
speakers telling us about: medical aid in
Nepal, trips to La Ville Aux Dames, facts
about alternative energy, planning for the
marine environment and setting up a
coffee roasting business. We celebrated
the festive season with a Christmas floral
demonstration and a New Year lunch at
Muckhart Golf Club.
We have an
interesting programme prepared for
20/21. For information phone Sue,
743226 or Patricia 742281.

The Dollar Academy Annual
Open Day will take place this
year on Saturday 5th
September.
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The guests really appreciated the food but
also the company which they will now be
missing. To offset this, the helpers have a
phone call rota to keep in touch with all
the guests and check they are OK.
Liz Hendry

Museum
Timeline of Dollar History and a series of
displays entitled Fairs, Floods and
Witches. It is to be hoped that lockdown
will end soon and visitors will be able to
enjoy all the delights of the museum.
Meanwhile, events that would have been
organised by the Friends have had to be
cancelled or postponed, such as our bus
trip to Kelvingrove Museum.

Please look out for posters or check local
newspapers and our website for news of
when we will be able to open our doors
again. We shall be very glad of your
support when that date arrives.
Dollar Museum should have opened on
Easter Saturday with a brand-new
exhibition. This would have been A

Janet Carolan,
Chair, Dollar Museum Trust

Dollar Events Team
on 7th Nov and Dollar Winter
Festival on weekend 4th/5th Dec. If
we see the restrictions being lifted
sufficiently, then we hope to run the
Duck Race then.
We're also liaising with Dollar
Community Development Trust to
see if we could run community
events to celebrate an (eventual!)
coming out of the current crisis, so
here's hoping things go well and
restrictions are eased sufficiently.
As you are aware, we had to postpone
the Duck Race and Summer Gala due
to the current crisis. We continue to
plan, however, towards the Fireworks

Meanwhile the Events Team hope
you
have a safe, healthy and
enjoyable summer.
Stephen Leitch
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Bowling Club
To the good people of Dollar: it’s hard
times we are in at the moment, just like
everyone out there, and every community
Sports club across the globe is feeling the
effect of the worldwide pandemic going
on. Understandably our planned opening
day for April was postponed and, at the
time of print, our club remains closed
based on Government guidelines, until
further notice.
We had planned a "Try Bowls" day with
the assistance of "Bowls Scotland" to get
all ages in the village to come and give
our game a trial for fun, to make new
friends, and see for themselves what a
nice pastime it can be. This will no doubt
be re-planned and when so, we will once
again welcome visitors, old and new, as
well as new members, as always to our
friendly club.
I hope all of you are keeping in the best
possible spirits in these hard difficult
times. The current restriction are bringing
out both the good and bad in some
people as we see and hear of daily. You
can only control what YOU as a person

does and hope that it is the former, not
the latter.
I think you would join me in saying a
special thanks for all the key workers out
there, be it frontline NHS, as well as
everyone in the caring, support and
associated businesses that are needed
right now to keep us and our society
maintained.
I wish you and your family and friends
well. Please stay safe, look out for others
more vulnerable than you, and let’s hope
we get to enjoy our game, our club and
each other’s company, sooner rather than
later.
Thank you,
Adrian Bussey, Club President.

Childcare and education for children
aged 0-5 years, an Out Of School Club
for children aged 5-12 years and a
holiday club during the school holidays.
We offer up to 30 free hours childcare
per week for 3-5 year olds
Please contact Carolyn Riddle:
01259 742571
info@dollarnursery.co.uk
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Team Strathdevon Smashes It!
Currently, we’re all in need of some good
news and Team Strathdevon is very
proud to share theirs…Education
Scotland recently visited Strathdevon
Primary School and Nursery Class for a
full, four-day inspection. They observed
lessons and reviewed our school
improvement plans, attainment data and
school policies and processes. They met
with children, parents, staff, partners and
our leadership team to get to know our
school community. It’s no surprise to us
that they were impressed by what they
saw and heard during their time with us.

of very good signals major strengths and
limited areas for improvement, meaning
any that do exist don’t significantly
diminish our families’ experience and
represents a high standard of provision.
Big pat on the back for Team
Strathdevon as it’s widely known that this
rating is not often awarded.

That’s why we’re absolutely delighted by
their report in which the school and
nursery received five ratings of Very
Good and three of Good. An evaluation

Use the links below to view the full
reports.

It’s heartening that the high standards of
our hard-working staff and their efforts
were formally acknowledged. It’s clear
that Strathdevon’s motto, ‘taking pride in
all we do’, was visible throughout the
school and nursery.

Veronica Cully

education.gov.scot/media/cznpuoif/strathdevonpsncins250220.pdf

education.gov.scot/media/drunp5w2/strathdevonpsncnurserysif250220.pdf

Dollar Drama Club
The Club was
fortunate to be
able to present
the Graeme
G r e e n e
c o m e d y

TRAVELS
WITH MY
AUNT before

the current restrictions were imposed.
This inventive and entertaining
adaptation of the novel, was directed by
Linda Rice, and a cast of 4 - Andrew
Bawn, Matthew Pease, Stuart Salmon,
and Damian Sherwood-Johnson tackled
multiple character parts with gusto.

Future productions are harder to plan, as
we don’t know how long the restrictions
will last.
However, we are getting
together regularly on-line for chats and
play readings, and we are looking into the
possibility of doing audio recordings of
short plays, or bedtime stories for
children, to be sent out to friends of the
Club or accessed via our website.
If you would like to join one of our online
play
readings
email
dollardrama@gmail.com.
Check our
website at www.dollardrama.org.uk for
further updates, or find us on Facebook.
Jane McGill
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