
Newsletter 

January 2018

Company no: 563463
Charity no: SC047335

Happy New Year to all Trust Members

Welcome to our first newsletter of 2018.  Since our last article in November’s Dollar News the 
Trust has been busy in a number of areas and we have lots of news to share with you.  

Dollar winter festival
The Trust had an information stall in the very popular Winter
Festival marquee and we enjoyed chatting to everyone who stopped
by to ask about our projects and chat about the bus service. Lots of
local parents and children filled in our play parks survey which was
very helpful.  It was great to see so much interest from the
community and we were delighted to sign up our 200th Trust member
at the event.  

Public meeting – Clackmannanshire council budget consultation
On 13th January, in partnership with Dollar Community Council, the Trust hosted a public meeting 
at the Burnside Hall to discuss the Clackmannanshire Council budget proposals for 2018/19.  
Despite the cold weather and the short notice the meeting was very well attended with around 140 
people coming along to listen to the proposals and share their views.  Dollar’s three councillors 
were also at the meeting to hear directly from the community they serve.  A summary of all points 
raised at the meeting has been sent to the Council along with a list of questions which arose during 
the discussions.  We have asked for a response to those questions by 26th January and we will share 
any response we receive.  A copy of the letter to the Council has been emailed out to all Trust 
members (and any non members who provided email addresses).  The deadline for submitting 
individual responses to the Council is 2nd February and the submission form can be accessed here. 

A key discussion point at the meeting was the possibility of the 
Trust taking    over the Civic Centre either as an asset transfer or 
simply taking over the running of the centre to maintain and 
develop the services available.  Obviously such an ambitious 
undertaking requires proper consideration before any decisions are
made and the Trust will now begin the process of assessing the 
feasibility of such options.  

Following the success of the public meeting even more Dollar residents have joined the Trust 
bringing our current membership to 231.  If you know anyone else who would like to join the Trust,
please contact Norman Dunning at norman.du  nn  ing@btinter  ne  t.com for an application form
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Community networking activities 

The Trust recently hosted a networking event for local organisations.  The event was very well 
attended and it was very useful to hear about all the good work going on in Dollar, often on a 
voluntary basis.  A common theme from the organisations represented was the need to attract more 
people to take part in activities, particularly younger people and anyone who can spare a few hours 
a month to act as Trustees or committee members.  The sad reality is that we are in danger of losing 
some of our long established groups if we don’t continue to support them.  The Trust is working 
with Clackmannanshire Third Sector interface (CTSi) to encourage volunteering activities, 
including promoting the Saltire award for young volunteers.  In the meantime, some of the 
organisations which would benefit from more community involvement are:

• Music in Dollar would welcome more youth membership and committee members
• Dollar   Horticulture   Society – need volunteers to help set up their stalls for the May plant 

sale and September flower show
• Dollar   Drama   C  lub – would welcome new members especially younger people
• Splash Group at Dollar swimming pool runs a fun and friendly aqua-aerobics session every

Thursday at 8pm.  New members are always welcome.

Building on the success of the event we are planning to run a similar networking evening on 21st 
March for the Dollar business community and we hope to see many of you there.  It will be an 
opportunity to meet the Trust and explore how we can make Dollar an even better place to run a 
business.  We also need to start identifying some income generating ideas so the Trust does not have
to rely on grant funding, and a meeting of our creative local entrepreneurs could be just the place to 
start!  Invitations will be coming out nearer the time. 

Trust members have also linked up with Strathdevon Primary
School and are exploring what support we can offer particularly in
the STEM subjects.  

The Trust is also working with the Ochil Youths Community
Improvement group and with our help, OYCI members have
designed and carried out a consultation exercise to seek ideas for
improving our play parks.

Defibrillator update
The Trust has secured funding from EDF Burnfoot Hill Community Fund for a defibrillator which 
will be located outside Lloyds Pharmacy.   We have established that Conservation Area consent is 
not required and we are now looking into the issue of listed building consent.  Hopefully we will 
then be able to install the defibrillator without further delay – it could literally be a lifesaver!

Improving public transport update
Our consultation about the volunteer driver scheme has now taken place and many thanks to those 
who contacted us either as potential users of the service or as volunteer drivers.  Your input has been
really helpful in understanding what kind of scheme would best fit Dollar’s needs.  We are 
finalising some details such as public liability insurance requirements and then we hope to have a 
meeting for potential volunteer drivers in February.  

We have started looking into Flexibus options with the Clackmannanshire Transport Association.  
There are several other strands of the transport project that we would like to make faster progress on
but we simply do not have enough volunteers. If anyone is interested in helping us explore the 
potential for an electric car club and/or a bike hire scheme please contact Fiona McGregor on 
f.mcgregor1@btinternet.com
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Dog Friendly Dollar
We certainly love our dogs in Dollar but sadly a few irresponsible dog 
owners can give everyone a bad name.  We would like to set up a small 
group of volunteers to come up with some creative ideas to encourage 
and promote responsible dog ownership so that we can keep our parks 
and streets clean and safe for everyone to enjoy.  Maybe a “clean 
streets” award?  A “doggy play park”?  Publicise free plastic bags?  A 
Dollar dog show?  Whatever your ideas, if you could spare a few hours 
to help us come up with a Dog Friendly Dollar strategy Dennis Toon at 
dennis.toon@btinternet.com  would love to hear from you. 

Community Development Trust premises
The Trust is grateful to Dollar Golf Club for allowing us to use the
golf club annex as a temporary base.  We have worked with the
club to secure a small grant from EDF Burnfoot Hill Community
Fund for some minor works needed to adapt the space to make it
suitable for our needs and we very much look forward to being able
to interact with our community face to face.

Finally, a couple of reminders….

Dollar Post Office 
We have recently sent out a members mailshot about the Post Office Ltd public consultation on 
proposals to relocate the Post Office to the paper shop in Bridge Street.   The Trust is keen to see 
our Post Office facilities safeguarded and the proposals seem to offer a satisfactory solution but do 
let us know if you have any concerns.  The deadline for responses to the Post Office Ltd is 1st March
and you can give your views online at postofficeviews.co.uk quoting code 115868.

Co-op sponsorship
We are delighted that Dollar Co-op has adopted the Trust as one of its
three supported organisations for the next year.  This should give us a
valuable source of income for our community projects. If you are a
Co-op member and you haven’t already nominated us as your chosen
charity, please take a moment to sign into your Co-op membership
account and support us.  (You only need to do this once). If you are not
a Co-op member but you shop at the Co-op please consider joining, it
only costs £1 and you earn 5% of what you spend on Co-op products.

Contact us
If you would like to contact us please email any of the Trustees:

Dennis Toon dennis.toon@btinternet.com
Norman Dunning norman.dunning@btinternet.com
Fiona McGregor f.mcgregor1@btinternet.com
Stephen Roe stephen.roe5@btinternet.com
Stephen Leitch stephen.leitch1@btopenworld.com
Nick Poett n.poett@hotmail.com
David Foreman david.foreman@utilitywarehouse.co.uk

Coming soon – our new web page -  watch this space!!
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